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Solving Addition and
Subtraction Equations

How can you get the variable alone in
an addition equation?
George had x plastic figures. After he bought

7 more figures, he had 25. How many plastic
figures did George have before he bought more?

Solve the equation x + 7 = 25 to find the answer.

George bought
7 more figures. .~

What You Think What You Write
1wisk How can | get x alone on one side of the equation X+7=25
X+ 7=25? x+7 =25
Operations that undo each other have an inverse x=18
relationship. Subtracting 7 is the inverse of adding 7. To check,
substitute 18 for x.
Q88 x+7=25
. \ QRRRE
N@RRMARRRAR) 18+7=25
/ \ |\ 25 =25 Itchecks.
. George started with
Take 7 away from each side. xis 18. s
18 figures.

\ That will leave the x alone.
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Do you know HOW?

In 1 and 2, explain how to get the variable
alone in each equation.

1. 25+ m=49
y o 8
3 Fm=zy
4) 2415 =48

2.t-40-3
7%,% bl

4) y3-40=3 "

4-line format

1.
. Do to one side what

Copy the equation.

you do to the other.

3. Box your solution.

. Check your solution

by substitution.
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Solving Addition and —
Subtraction Equations

Explain how to get the variable alone in each equation. ;‘s q NELS)
Qo + 10= 100

2. =75 =49 #1514
x%lﬁ T 1y
=\ \

29-5=49 ~ 134
- 35

Solve each equation and check your answer.

—g= _an V252 —or T
3.g-8=25 4'255%;;::f§ ks 5.r+82=97 [0
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